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A.L.R. Library 


Interest of judge in an official or representative capacity, or relationship of judge to one who is a party in an official or 
representative capacity, as disqualification, 10 A.L.R.2d 1307 


A person cannot be a judge of his or her own cause.! The Code of Judicial Conduct provides that a judge must disqualify him- 
or herself when the judge is a party to the proceeding.” The rule has been applied to disqualify a judge who is a member of 


the class in whose behalf a class action is brought.° 


Normally, a judge should not sit on litigation involving a party who is a party to other litigation in which the judge him- or 
herself is a litigant,* although the filing of lawsuits against one or more members of a court does not lead to the conclusion 
that another member of that court cannot fairly preside in a different matter involving that party.” The fact that all judges in the 


. . 6 
court have been sued in a case does not require recusal. 
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A judge is not disqualified merely because a litigant sues or threatens to sue the judge,” on the ground that such an easy method 


for obtaining disqualification should not be encouraged or allowed. Similarly, the filing of a sham or frivolous pleading in 


which a judge is made a party for the sole purpose of disqualifying him or her should not be allowed.” 


In some cases, merely nominal parties to the record are disqualified to sit as judges, |? while other decisions treat a nominal 


party to the record as qualified to sit as judge.!! 
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